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100,000 Rwandan Children to be equipped to help re-
build their country 

 
Bible Society NSW donors respond generously to ‘Hands for Hope’ Project 
 
Bible Society NSW CEO, Rev Daniel Willis, today announced that following the Society’s recent ‘Hands 
for Hope’ appeal, 100,000 children in Rwandan Primary Schools would now be taught the Biblical 
principles of reconciliation. 
 
“Our Biblically based Hands for Hope project was developed in association with African Enterprise and it 
has already had a major impact in 70 schools where it has been run,” said Daniel. “The government of 
Rwanda have given us every encouragement and they now want us to bring ‘Hands for Hope’ to every 
primary school student in the country,” he said. “Our donors have responded magnificently to this 
challenge,” he said. 
 
The project focuses on the healing power of God’s Word by using Bible stories that focus on themes of 
forgiveness, justice and reconciliation, such as the Old Testament story of Joseph and his brothers. The 
aim of the project is to not only improve the reading, writing and comprehension abilities of primary 
school children, but to also break the cycle of hatred through God’s teachings. 
 
“When I visited Rwanda in March, I was impressed with the impact of the project but I was also made 
aware of the hundreds of other schools which have missed out,” he said. “Our target is to reach every 
primary school student in the country with the reconciliation message of the Bible,” Daniel said.  
 
“Another element of Hands for Hope is the teaching about Christ’s death and how his crucifixion and 
resurrection reconcile us to God,” said Daniel. “In the context of the Rwandan genocide, this is a very 
powerful message.  I watched this being taught in a Rwandan school and I could see how effective it was 
in helping the children understand why they needed to forgive those, who in many cases, had murdered 
one of their parents,” he said. 
 
During the Rwanda genocide thirteen years ago (1994), 16 percent of Rwandan children hid 
under a dead body to survive. Almost 70 percent saw someone being killed or injured. In just 
100 days, up to 1,000,000 Rwandans were killed, leaving many children orphans. 
 
Bible Society NSW is holding a Hands for Hope dinner on November 8th with artist Deni Hines and 
compere Anna Coren to raise support for Rwandan children. 
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